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To the Chairs of the Senate and HouSeurts of Justice Committeeand the Virginia State
Crime Commission:

Enclosed is th2021 Annual Report on Domestic and Sexual Violence in Virginia,
preparedby the Office othe Attorney Generapursuant to Virginia Code § 2-215.1 with
contributions from state, local, and neprofit partners.

The Report uses current statewide data fodate you and your committees on our
successes in reducing domestic a@kual violence antb note the areas where more attention
is required.The Report highlightsome of thenitiatives undertaken by agencies and
organizations in Virginia, including pubéiwareness campaigns, training, activities, legislative
changesand other statewide efforts taddress these critical issues. It presents an overview of
programs and services available to domestic violence and sexual aasaiNbrsas well as the
major funding sources for thoseesources Finally, the Report includextensive contact
information for national, state, and local agencies and programs that work @rithrovide
resources tasurvivorsof sexual and domestic violence.

We should be prod of the work done and the commitment shown by dozefstate,
locd, and federapartners, but itis clear that there is still a great deal of work before us to
effectively addressomestic and sexual violence in the Commonwealth of Virginia. | am
confident that Virginia will continue to support programs and initiatite@promote safety for
victims and to hold offenders accountable.

Sincerely,

Mo . Heonnnn.
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Mark R. Herring
Attorney General
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Every person in Virginia has the right tedifree from fear of sexual and domestic violence.
These crimes can leaeelasting impact orsurvivors their families and our communities but

by intervening earlyand connectng survivorsand vulnerable people with the resources they
need, we can helpreak the cycle of violence and preventuietimization. Victims of domestic
violence must know tht there is a strong network of resources and caring individuals who want
to help them.

| would like to thank the following agencies and organizations Helping to provide that
network of resources and for their contributions to this repdtte Commonwealth's Attorneys'
Services Council, theirginiaDepartment of Corrections, th¥irginiaDepartment of Criminal
Justice Services, the Virginia DepartmentHg&falth, the Virginia State Police, the Family and
Children's Trust Fund of Virginia, the Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of
Virginia, the Office of the Chief Medicaldiinerof Virginig the Virginia Center on Aging, and

the Virgina Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

In addition to these statéevel organizationslocal domestic and sexual violence programs
throughout Virginia are on the front lines, leéad our prevention, education, and awareness
efforts andaddressngthe needs ofsurvivorsthrough advocacy services, safety planning, court
accompanimentand counseling. My team and | are proud to work collaboratively with these
agencies and organizatie toprevent andrespond tothese tragic crimes.

Throughout2021, the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) and collaborating agencies and
organizatiors had to continue working inthe changing landscape with COMI® and the
restrictions surrounding saai distancing. Programs continued to provide the same level of
services, found inventive ways to meet with clients, and continued to provide emergency
shelter with COVIA9 protocols in place. In addition, state, local, and private partners
continued tosponsor training and collaborate on projects and initiativeslated to volence
against women effortsvzia online platforms These trainingsprojects, and initiatives offer
professionals working to investigate, prosecuter provide direct services to victims with
additional tools and knowledge to assist victims ohestic and sexual violence, stalking, and
human trafficking.

The following report details some of the tremendous work being done by local and state
agencies throughout the Commonwealth. It also presents a snapshot of where we have been
and where ve are in our efforts to reduce sexual and domestic violence. We should be proud of
our efforts, but as you will see, our work is far from doAs.Virginiansye mustdo all we can

to prevent these devastating crimes frootcurring andmust ensure that swivors have a
robust network of support and resources in their communities. Working together, we can give
survivors, their families, and their communities thepe, support, and assistanteey need.

Sncerely,
Mo @ Horrn
Mark R. Herring 6



D omestic and sexual alienceaffect our families, homes, communities, schools, and workplaces on a
daily basis. Domestic and sexual violence impact all smtioomic levels, cultures, and religions
Whether the impact is open and obvious, such as a tragic homicide thavesceiedia agntion and

spurs a community to action, or hidden and subtle, such as the emotional and psychological effect on
children who silently live with the violence, domestic and sexual violence can penetrate even the
deepest levels of our society.

The availald data highlights the impact of these crimes in Virginia.2021, there were more than
70,000 calls to domestic and sexual violence hotlines across the'statetal of 3,939 adults and2,361
childrenreceived216,725nights of emergencyraemporary shelter due to domestic violence; however,
405 families requesting shelter services were turned away due to lack of shelter $pAceotal of
56,610 emergency protective orders were issued by magistrates and judgessatm®ommonwealth
to protect the immediate health and safety of victims and their family mempers.

In2020and 2@1> +ANBAYAlFI Q& adaldS +FtyR 20t F3SyOASa IyR
prosecutors, law enforcement officers, victim adates, health care praders, social service providers,

and allied professionals. State, local, and private partners also promoted public awareness and
prevention initiatives and supported collaborative efforts among agencies and organizations to enhance

the overall response tdomestic and sexual violence, stalking, and human traffickimgddition, state,

local, and private partners had twontinue tomake accommodationsg) orderto provide assistance,

advocacy, counseling, shelter, etc. for victinhslomestic and sexualalencewhile COVIEL9 mitigation

protocols remained For example:

T LY /,HnumE GKS /2YY2ygSItaKQa ! Ga2NySea { SNBAO
Prosecutor (VAWRP) organized and implemented over 50 hours of contiegiageducation
(CLEENBRAG FT2NJ +ANBAYALFIQa LINRPaSOdzi2zNBR 2y AaadzsSa
domestic and sexual violence and stalking cases. That training included four hours of training
specifically focused on ethical issues thaisarin the investigatio and prosecution of these
cases. The VAWRP also provided over 30 hoursseiwice PIC credit training to officers in the
areas of domestic violence and sexual assault.

T ¢KS h! DQ& { SEdz t ! &4l dssicoordihaled witslawnforgethent y A G A+ (A @
agencies across Virginia to submit all eligible PERKSs for testing that were identified as
unsubmitted in the two inventories. Testing of 2,664 PERKs and secondary review of analysis
results by DFS was completed in &apber 2020. From thedeERKS, 905 new DNA profiles
6SNBE | RRSR (2 (GKS /2Y0AySR 5b! LYyRSE {e&&aidsSy o/
offenders/arrestees or evidence in other cases.

1 The OAG conducted a third inventory, this time lookin§BRKSs that had undergotesting,
but with early technology that did not allow for uploading DNA profiles to the DNA databank.
The inventory began January 2021 and was completed by July 2021 with 100% participation by
all law enforcement agencies in Vin@gi. DFS reviewed almd@0 cases listed on inventories to

1 Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action AllisDoeesic Violence Servicés Virginiag VAdata Report 2019
(2020).
21d.
3 Information provided by the Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Virginia.
ALY F2NXYEFGA2Y LINPPGARSR o6& (GKS /2YY2y46SHEGKQa ' dGa2NySea
5 Information providedby the Office of the Attorney General
I}



determine the most recent form of testing; identifying almost 600 cases that qualify to be tested
with current DNA technologf.

T LY HikKemzhFFAOS 2F (KS 9ESOdzi A &S { SONBARSB®R F2NJ
UGN} AYAYy3 2y oAt O2yaARSNIGAZ2yd Ay R2YSaldAO0 @
YENRGFEE NYLIST FyR 1 NOSye | & AwKSJQNmWS@m%(MZQMﬂi
G2LIA0Aa O2@SNBR AY YI 3IAadyNSylisp dDENYESHA O (TAA2ayG NI

FGGSYRSR OSNIATAOIGAZY GNIAYAYI AY HAHMOD

1 As of September 2021, Hope Caasvalletsized card containing essential information about a
final protective orde), created by OE&re available in ondundred eleven (111) courts in
Virginia. Out of these 111 courts, seventy (70) are juvenile and domestic relations district courts;
twenty-five (25) are general district courts; and sixteen (16) awiticourts. In the first nine
months of 2021, forty (40) new courts signed on tedme a Hope Card court. Of the forty
newly participating Hope Card courts, nine (9) were circuit courts, nineteen (19) were general
district courts, and twelve (12) were\jenile and domestic relations district courts.

1 The Domestic Violence Action TeddVAT), a statewide multidisciplinary team focused on
improving domestic violence services, completed the first phase of the Promising Practices
Guide (PPG) based on reqtseeBom the field and a recognition of gaps in service across the
Commonwealth. ThEPG is a series of entries highlighting various subject areas that were
identified through a DVAT exploratory process and that relate to domestic violence
programming andervicesThe PPG is unique in that it will advance the needs of survivors
through atraumarinformed lens while including opportunities to reflect on the racial justice and
social justice impact of an entry. These entries include concrete strategiespi@ninting
promising practices and highlight domestic violence programs in Virghaave already
making strides in certain programmatic aréas.

In addition, these agencies and organizations identified and collected data on family and intimate
partner violencerelated fatalities, domestic and sexual violerredated crimes, protective ralers, and
services to victims and children in order to assist with providing a broader picture of these issues that
confront our communities. Much of that informatios included in this Report.

As we enter 202, we must continue to support the eff@tof agencies and programs across the
Commonwealth that work tirelessly to promote victim safety and offender accouitighihile learning
new ways to provide services both efficiently and effectively.

51d.
7 Information provided by the Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Virginia
8 Information provided by the Department of Social Services, Office of Family Violence
iii
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D omestic and sexal violence have direct physical and emotiomahsequences for tens of thousands of
victims, family members, and children. These crimes do not discrimirthey impact women and men of all

ages, races, ethnic groupand socioeconomic backgrounds. Destic and sexual violence also impact the
community as a whole from our homes and neighborhoods to our schools and workplacethese crimes

present challenges for a wide range of professionals who deal with these issues on a daily basis, including law
enforcement officers, prosecutors, advocatescial services workers, judges, magistrates, court personnel,
probation officers, health professionals, aather allied professionals

Agencies and organizations across the Commonwealth of Virginia deigoiéicant resources to the prevention

of and response to domestic violence and sexual assault incidents. These agencies and organizations
continuously collect data to assess current programs and services in an effort to ensure ttadldasgtion of
resources atboth state and local level By comping the data available from stakeholder agencies and
organizatiors in a range of disciplines, this Report aims to facilitate an understanding of the impact of these
issues on our families and communities.

What is Domestic Violence?
According to the Vginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance, domestic violence is definedla$
pattern of abusive“ behaviors used by one individual intended to exert power and control over another individual
intheO2y GSEG 2F Iy AYUGAYHrGS 2N FlFEYAt@ NBfFGA2yaKALIDE
TheCode of Virgini® STAYy Sa aR2YSaliA0O GA2f Sy0S¢ Y2NB o0NERI Rf
[the occurrence of one or more of the following acts by a current or former family member,
household member as defined in § 1€28, person against whom the victim obtained a

protective order or caretaker:

a. Attempting to cause or causing or threaitegn another person physical harm, severe
emotional distress, psychological trauma, rape or sexual assault;

b. Engaging in a aose of conduct or repeatedly committing acts toward anothpaErson,
including following the person without proper authty, under circumstances that place the
person in reasonable fear of bodily injury or physical harm;

c. Subjecting another persda false imprisonment; or

d. Attempting to causer causingdamage to property so ae intimidate or attempt to control
the behaviorof anotherperson.

Va. Code Ann. § 38508.
Based upon the abovw€odedefinition, domestic violence may include etdabuse, abuse of incapacitated adults

between the ages of 18 and 59, child abuse, stalking, daimignce, sexual abuse, and trafficking in women
and children. Other terms often used in t@®deand elsewhere to describe domestic violence and the wario

9 VirginiaSexual and Domesticolénce Action Alliance (2013).



relationships that fall within the broader definition of domestic violence include “family ab(se®' below),
GalLlRdzalf F0dzaSzZ¢é FYRPAAYGAYFOS LI NIYSNI @gA2t SyOS o

This Report and much of the data collected focuses on the broader definition of "domiedticce" as set forth
by theCode of Virginia

What is "Family Abuse?"

While theCodedoes inclu@ a broad definition for "domestic violence," the definition ma
often referenced in Virginia domestic violence cases is the definition for "family abuse:"

"Family abuse" means any act involving violence, force, or threat that results ity t
injury or places one in reasonable apprehension of death, sexual assault, or bodily
and that is committed by a person against such person's family or household mei
Such act includes, but is not limited to, any forceful detention, stalkinmiral sexual
assault in violation of Article 7 (8 1862 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of Title 18.2, or any crimi
offense that results in bodily injury or places one in reasonable apprehension of d
sexual assault, or bodily injury.

Va. Code Ann. 8§ 16228.

The "family abuse" definition centers primarily on the relationship between the par
defined as "family and household membgrs

"Family or household member" means (i) the person's spouse, whether or not he o
resides in the same home thithe person, (ii) the person's former spouse, whether or r
he or she resides in the same home with the person, (iii) the person's partegpasents,

children, stepchildren, brothers, sisters, hbatbthers, halfsisters, grandparents ant
grandchilden, regardless of whether such persons reside in the same home with
person, (iv) the person's mothén-law, fatherin-law, sonsin-law, dawghtersin-law,

brothersin-law and sistersn-law who reside in the same home with the person, (v) ¢
individud who has a child in common with the person, whether or not the person and
individual have been married or have resided together at ang tior (vi) any individua
who cohabits or who, within the previous 12 months, cohabited with the person, and
children of either of them then residing in the same home with the person.

Va. Code Ann. § 162128.

What is Sexual Violence?

¢KS G(GSN¥y&a &GaSEdzrt | aaldzZ Gé 2N aaSEdat @Azt Sy0Sé¢ AY
use or threat of force, regardés of the relationship of the parties. Pursuant to tBede of Virginiasexual
offenses include rape (818.261), forcible sodomy (88.267.1), object sexual penetration (§8.267.2),

PGgLYGAYEFOS LI NIYSNE KFEa 0SSy RSTAYSR o0& (KS hTFAOS 2F (K
former boyfriend or girlfriend, samsex partner, or dating partner. Some relat&hips within the intinate partner
classification do not fall within the statutory definition of domestic violence, where those relationships do not meet the
cohabitation or child in common elements of Virginia Code §-288.

2



aggravated sexual battery (88.2-67.3), sexual battery (88.2-67.4) and attempted sexual offenses (8.2

67.5). For state crime reporting purposes, theident Based Reporting System used by the Virginia Department
2F {GFGS t2t A0S RSTAYySa aF2NDOAOGES &SEdzZ f 2afdbfesf,a Saé
YR F2NOAOE SF2MNDOARIE ASy hdS Ecdd Xy 2 T T8ujosy Saped! Far yedeiatzr&psrting y O S
LJdzN1J2 8S&a> (GKS CSRSNIft . dzNBldz 2F Ly@SadAdl gelepQa |
no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person,

without the consent of the victim.® &2

a
y

Family and Intimate Partner Violence Related Homicides

The ultimate tragedy in any family or communis the occurrence of an untimely or avoidable death. In its
ongoing surveillance of domestic \@ace homicides, the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) compiles
data on family and intimate partner homicides that occur in Virginia. This pubkdthheffort is for
understanding the scope of fatal domestic violence in Virginia. The projestsisease types to differentiate
categories of fatal domestic violence. Cases in the project are deaths deemed by the OCME to be a homicide
after a medicelegal death investigation.

Since the beginning of data collection in 1999, 2,621 people in Vrbave lost their lives to domestic and

dating violence. A review of homicides occurring JanusBySSOS Y6 SNJ omMZ HamT X O02ff SO0
FIP Hamicide Surveillance Program and the National Violent Death Reporting System, indicates theré&2vere 1

FIP homicides, representing 34% of all homicides (470) in Virginia in 2017. This represents a 2.5% increase in the
number of FIP homicides from 2016; howee, the proportion of FIP homicides to all homicides remained
consistent with past years.

Figure 1: Number of Homicides and Family and Intimate Partner (FIP)
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1 Virginia State Polic&rime in Virginia, 2022021)
12 Federal Bureau of Investigatio@rime in the United States 2B(2020) (website accessed Novemiz2, 2(21).
13 Office of theChief Medical Examiner, 2020



Table 1 below provides a fiwgear look at trends in family and intimate partner homicide in Virginia. The table
reveals that Intimate Partner Homicide isetimost frequent type of fatal domestic violence, followed by Other
Family Homicides. Moreover, thee were fewer cases in Intimate Partner Associated Homicides,
Elder/Dependent Adult by Caretaker Homicides compared to 2016; however, the percentages of these
compared to all FIP homicides remained similar. While the number of Other Family Homicidesedctbare

were nearly half the number of Family Associated Homicides.

Table 1: Family and Intimate Partner Homicide in Virginia, 2@0D37, by type of Honcide

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Intimate Partner
Homicide

Intimate Partner
Associated Homicide
Child by Caretaker
Homicide
Elder/Dependent Adult
by Caretaker Homicide
Other Family Homicide | 18 | 14.7 | 20 178 | 21 | 16.9 30 19.0 37 22.8
Family Associated
Homicide

Total 100.
122 112 | 100.0| 124 | 100.0| 158 | 100.0| 162 | 100.0

47 | 385 | 48 429 | 55 | 444 | 60 38.0 66 40.7

29 | 238 | 26 232 | 25 | 21.0| 36 22.8 33 20.4

21 | 17.2| 16 143 | 17 | 13.7 20 12.7 19 11.7

1 0.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.6 1 0.6

6 4.9 2 1.8 6 4.8 11 7.0 6 3.7

In addition, surveillance in 2017 revealed that a number of important trends continued from previous years:

1 Males and females were both vulnerable to domestic violence homicide; however, females had a
greater probability of being ked by a current or faner intimate partner, whereas males had a greater
LINPOIFOATAGE 2F o0SAy3a (1AtEtSR o6& | FrFLYAf@& YSYoSN
NEfl GA2YAKAL) 0So3dx (Aff SRartwed; GKSANI AYGAYIFGS L1

1 Racialdisparities continue, W White Virginians accounting for the greatest number of domestic
violence homicide victims than other racial groups for all case types, expect Child Homicide by Caregiver,
where infants identified as Black being the most vulnezahkial group;

1 Afirearm was most often fatal agent used to inflict the fatal injury; and

1 The average age of victims in 2017 was 38 years old.

Domestic ViolencdRelated Offenses
Domestic violencenayresult in or be a factor in any number of violeninces. In202Q approximately51%of

15,713violent crimes committed in Virginia and reported to law enforcement agencies were commiitted
home or residencé’

M virginia State Polic&rime in Virginia, 2020 (2021Fordataplr2 4 Sa > G GAR T SyWidi S DNAMSokegie8 Y dzZNRS Nk ¥
YIEyattdAKISNE | 33INI S GSR | aabdzA G FT2NOAOGES ASE 2Fhéugehddda z | y R N
YSYOSNEE F2NJ LdzN1J2aSa 27F (KA & ENB LR NIbISE, ¢Hid gelBdpaient, igamciBiEGiand 02 YY 2 y
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Assaults

Of the 15,713 violent crimes reported irR020 there were 9,976 aggravated assaulbffenses with12,331

victims. The crimes reported in this category include assaults, attempted murder, poisoning, assault with a
deadly weapon, maiming, mayhem, assault with explosiaad, assault with disease (knowledge of infection
and attempt to infet another). Of the total aggravated assaults report@@owere committed against family

members or dating partners.

In 20, 18,863 arrests were made across the Commonwealth fesault and battery against a family or
household membet® Of the chares filed,3,222 (17%) resulted in conviction$’ Of these arrests, a significant
number of individuals were charged as repeat offenders. There vigd63 felony charges for third or

subsequent offenses of assault and battery against a family or househaotbeneesulting ir689 convictions'®
Felonyarrests andconvictions for assault and battery against a family or household member lower in2020

than 2019, Additional charge and disposition information for assault and battery offenses is provided in

Appendix A.

Stalking

Another crime closely related to domestic violence
aidlrtiAy3ae {dFrf1{Ay3a Aa 02
behavior directed at a specific person that would causq
NBI &2yl 6f S LIS NHEHRWginia 2staling &
defined by theCode of Virginimsday @ LIS N& 2 V]
more than one occasiorngags in conduct directed at
another persn with the intent to place, or when he
knows or reasonablyshould know that the conduct
places that other person in reasonable fear of dea
criminal sexual assault, or bodily injury to that othg
person or to that ther person's family orhousehold
member¢ (Va. Code Ann. 8 1860.3(A).

Each year an estimated5 million people in the United
States are victims of stalkin@xty-one percert (61%) of

female victims and 406 of male victims of stalking ar
stalked by a current or former intimate partner. Intimat
partner stalkers frequently approach their targetnd

their behaviors escalate quickliforty-six percent(46%)
of stalking victins experience at least one unwante

contact per week. Eleven percet (11% of stalking

Types of Technology Used f&italking

I Texting

1 Sexting

1 Use ofsocialmedia (Facebook,
Twitter, etc.)- Social media can be
used to harass the victintg create
false accounts solely for the purpos
of postingnegative, threatening,
degrading messagés or aboutthe
victim, or to crede fake accours
pretending to be the victinor
sendngmessages as the victim.

9 Impersonating the victim online to
create online sex ads or solicit sex
online

1 Using GPS tracking to follow the
victim andor track where the victim
goes

From the National Stking Resource Center
National Center for Victims of Crinmdse of
Technology to Stalk and the Workplace
www.Vvictimsofcrime.org

LJF

stepparent, stepchild, stepsibling, &xLJ2 dza S 2NJ 2GKSNJ FlF YAf & YSY0oSNW GLYGAYIGS

boyfriend/girlfriend relationship or homosexual relationship.
15Virginia State Polic€rime in Virginia2020 (2027).

16 Data from the Virginia State Polid@dtober 26, 2021l SeeAppendix A. Arrests for assault and battery against a family or household
member include misdemeanor and felony arrests pursuant toilagcode § 18:87.2.

1"Data from the Virginia State Polid@dtober 26, 202)L SeeAppendix A. Conviction information is based upon disposition data available

as ofOctober 26, 2021
18Virginia State Polic&rime in Virginia, 2020 (2021)

19 Stalking Resurce Center, The Nainal Center for Victims of Crim8talking Fact Sheet

https://members.victimsofcrime.org/docs/defauliource/src/stalkingfact-sheet2015_eng.pdf?sfvrsnsaccessedovember 30, 2020).

VRV
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http://www.victimsofcrime.org/

victims have been stalked for five or more yea@ne in eight victims of stalking have missed work due to the
stalking and at least half of employed victims have ndss®re than five days of work due to the stalkiffy.
Seventysix percent (76%) of intimate partner homicide victims were stalked by their partner and 54% of
intimate partner homicide victims reported the stalking to polite.

In 2020, a total of 505 arreds, a 9% decrease from 201®gere made for stalkingn Virginia resulting in87
convictions which isapproximately £26% decrease convictiod$The majority of stalking cases resulted in non
convictions 406 cases 080%)2°

Dataindicates1% increasen the numberof emergencyprotective orders EPO}for acts of violence, force, or
threat from 2019 to 2020. From January 12020, to December 312020, 18,578EPOs were issued for acts of
violence force, or threat Based upon the most recent data aedile for2021, from January 1, 224, to June 30,
2021, 9,253EPOswvere issued?* There werel,289 arrestsand 391 convictionsfor violatinga protective order
for acts of violence, force, or thre&t This representan 11% decrease in arrests and convitsidrom 2019 to
2020.

Sex Offenses

The total number of violent| 4 20, there were696juvenile offenders and 3,438 adult offenderfor
crimes reported in 2020 sexual offenses including forcible rape, forcible sodomy, sexual asggult]
includes 4,423 forcible sex an object, forcible fondling, incest, and statutory rape. Of these arre]
offenses involving 4,679 fifteen percent were juvenile arrests.
victims?® Forcible seyoffenses A One half(52%)of reported victims of forcible sex offenses, both male a
reported includeforcible rape, ~ female, were under the age of eighteen.
forcible sodomy, sexual assau A Approximatelyone in three (37%) of the reported forcible sex offensg
with an object, and forcible ~ were committed against family members or intimate dating partners.
fondlin Of the reported A Sex offenses dtiremain largely unreported to law enforcement. Thre
- 9. . P quarters of victims (77%) wheought crisiservices for an incide within
victims  of forublg .rape 30 days of the incident reported it to law enforcement in Virginia.
offenses, the vast majorit§6%

were  female?”  Fifty-two
percent (2%)of reported victims, both male and female, were under tge of eighteert®

The majority of forcible sex offensé82%) were committed by perpetrators known by or acquainted with the
victim, including a substantial percentage of offenses committed by family or household members or dating

20 Stalking Resource Center, The National CefioieYictims of CrimeStalking Fact Sheet
https://members.victimsofcrime.org/docs/defauliource/src/stalkingfact-sheet2015_eng.pdf?sfvrsnsaccessedovember 30, 2020).

2.

22 Data from the Virginia State Polid®dtober 26, 2021l The data includes arrests and conwieti for misdemeanor and felony
violations of the stalking statute, § 186D.3. SeeAppendix A.

23 Data from the Virginia State Poli@xtober 26, 202)L The onviction data includes arrests for misdemeanor and felony violations of
the stalking statute, 88.260.3. SeeAppendix A.

24 EMagistrate reporting data provided by the Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Virginia.

25 Data from the Virgii State PoliceQctober 26, 202l The conviction data includes arrests for misdemeanor aayeliolations of
the stalking statute, Virginia Code § 18Q.3. SeeAppendix A.

26\Virginia State Polic&rime in Virginia, 2020 (2021)

2NVirginia State Pale, Crime in Virginia, 2020 (2021)

28|d. The number for victims under the age of 18 reflegtsims in the 617 age range.



partners @7%). Of the remaining offenses reported5% were committed by acquaances, 12% were
committed by unknown/unreported assailants a6& were committed by strangef$(Figure 2)

Figure 2: Foricble Sex Offensd®elationship to the
Offender, 2020

m Family Member
m Acquaintance
= Unknown

m Stranger

m Intimate Partner

Source: Virginia State Poli€&jme in Virginig2020(2021).

Of the forcible sex offenses reported by law enforcement agencie20#0 1,506 were forcible rapes or
attempted rapes®* Approximately onéhalf (52%) of the forcible rapes reported were committed against male
and female victims under the age of 18.o8fmer 16% were committed against females between the ages of 18
and 243! As showrin Figure 3approximately ondifth of offenders 16%) were between the ages of 18 antl 2

29d.
30y,
31Virginia State Polic&rime in Virginia, 200 (2021).



Figure3: Forcible Rape, Victims and Offenders by /

| Victim
m Offender

Source: Virginia State Poli€&jme in Virginig2020 (2021).

In addition, the majority(76%)of forcible sex offenses reported #0200ccurred in a residece or home (Table
2)
TABLE: Number of Forcible Sex Offensedost Reported Locations of Offens&p20
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Source: Virginia State Poli€&rime in Virginig2020(2021).
Underreporting of Domestic and Sexual Violence Offenses

While criminal reportsaand arrest data can provide some picture of the impact of domestic and sexual violence
to law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and the courts, the data does not capture the significant number of
overall offenses that go unreported by victims. Furthecading to informatiorcollectedby the Virginia Sexual
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and Domestid/iolence Action Allizce in2020, nearlythree quarters(74%) of individuals who sought domestic
violence advocacy servicewho had been assaulted within the past 30 daysVirginia had reported the
experience to law enforcement. Similarly, approximaté®o of those intviduals who sought sexual violence
crisis services in Virginand had reported the incident to law enforcemergxperienced the assault within the
past 30 days.

Protective Orders

A protective order is a document issued by a court to protect a vittigiR @A OGAYQa FIl YA
members from an abusive person. Protective orders can be issued in cases of familpmabusases where a
petitioner has been wbjected to an act of violence, force, or threaRrotective orders can be issued on an
emSNESyO& olaia oF2NJ dzlJ G2 GKNBS RlI&aovsz 2y | GLINBT.
GLISNXI ySyiGé ol ars oF2N) dzLl) G2 Gg2 &SIENROOD

In 2011, the potective order system in Virginia underwent a number of legislative changes. Proteoti®es o
(formerly protective orders for stalking, sexual battery, aggravated sexual battery, and criminal offenses
resulting in serious bodily injury) were made avdiato a larger class of persons based upon a broader range of
conduct. In addition, the mvisions for family abuse protective orders and protective orders were made more
consistent, including the penalties for repeat violations.

Familyabuse protective orders are designed to protect a victim and his or her family
household members fronthe physically abusive or threatening conduct of anotl
family or household member. In order for these orders to be issued, the famil
household relationship must exist between the parties, and the victim must show thg
or she is or has been subject to family abuse. (Va. Code Ann. 88 1#%3.4, 16.1

253.1, 16.1279.1)

Protectiveorders are also designed to protect a victim of vidlem threatening behavior
and his or her family members from the conduct or threats of another. These prote
ONRSNA INB A&d4dzSR 6KSYy | GAOGAY AO6A0 ]
or threat, or (ii) a petition or warrant has beessued for the arrest of the allege
perpetrator for any criminal offense resulting from the commission of an aeiatence,
force, or threat. (Va. Code Ann. 88 19%22.8152.1Q)

In 2020, a total 0f56,610 emergency protective orders (figures 4 and 5J,499 preliminary (PPO) and final
protective orders (PO) were issued by dsuacross the Commonwealth for both family abuse and acts of
violence, forceor threat. Of the25,329protective orders issued),640were issued for acts of violence, force or
threat and 15,689were issued for family abusé. In addition to theprotective orders issued]35 protective
orderswereissued in a violation of a protective order case 468 protective orders issued in a criminal matter,
a40%decreasefrom 2020.3*

82Va. Code Ann. 88 16263.4, 16.1253.1, 16.1279.1, 19.2152.8, 19.2152.9, 19.2152.10.
33 Information provided by the Office of the Executive SeargtSupreme Court of Virginia.

34 Office of the Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Virdihia.repesents both family abuse orders and acts of violence, force, or
threat protective orders.
9



It is also important to note that prior to April 201@rotective order cases involving juvenile respondents were

not entered into the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Coud Mamagement System (JCMS) in a way

that would allow them to be distingshed from other case data. Accordingly, family abuse protective order
cases involving juvenile respondents are not included in the Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court data
provided below for the timeframe prior to April 2012. Recent changebdasystem now allow those cases to be
distinguished. Finally, it should be noted that the data presented in this Report does not include preliminary
protective orders (PPO) becausé @ses in which a PPO was issued currently cannot be identified casiee
management systems.

Figure4: Number of Emergency Protective Orders Issued for Family Abuse
and Acts of Violence, Force, or Threat by Year
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Source: Office of the Executivei®eary, Supreme Court of Virginia
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Figure 5: Number of Emergency Protective Orders Issued by Month,
2020
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Source: Office of thExecutive Secretary, Supreme Court of Virginia

Enforcement of protective orders is critical to their effectiveness in protecting victims from further acts of
abuse. Although primarily issued awil orders, certain violations of family abuse protectoreler provisions
result in criminal prosecutiof?. Furthermore the violation of any provision of a protective order issued for an
act of violence force, or threat (formerly a protective order fostalking, serious bodily injury, or sexual
battery/aggravaed sexual battery) results in criminal sanctighs.

In 2020, 5,402
persons were arrested for
violating family abuse
protective orders a 11%
increase in arrests from
2018 to 2019 (Figure 6) 7
Of the 4,444 arrests, 36%
resulted in convictions.

Persons Receiving Domestic Violence Services 2020

9 21%r reported thatthe perpetrator used a weapon against thietim
(including firearms).

1 28%reported that they had to relocate or become homeless as a result o
the domestic violence.

9 74%reported that they had reported the presenting domestic violence ev
to the poice.

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action AllisDoejestic Violence
Services in VirginiaVAdata Report, 220 (2021).

35SeeVa. Code Ann. §8 16263.2.

36 SeeVa. Code § 18-:804.

37 Data from the Virginia State Polid®@ctober 26, 202)L Arrests for family abuse protective ordénsreased substantially after July 1,
1997, when Virginia Code 8§ 182.3 was amended to require law enforcement officers to arrest for protectiverorilations where
probable cause exists to believe a violation has occurred. Va. Code Ann:&L1B.8eeAppendix A.
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Figure 6: Arrests for Family Abuse Protective Order Violations, 20020
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Source: Virginia State Police

OnJuly 1, 2011, the protective order system in Virginia underwent a number of legislative changes, particularly
related to the availability ofion-family abuse protectie orders, or "protective orders for acts of violence, force,

or threat," (formerly protective orders for stalking, sexual battery, aggravated sexual battery, and criminal
offenses resulting in serious bodily injury), which becaawailable to a larger k& of persons based upon a
broader range of conduct. While the data suggests a significant increase in the arrest rate for violations of these
orders beginningin 2011,the impact of these legislative changes on numbers of arreatil continue to be
analyzed for longetterm trends in future reports.

Services to Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence

Domestic and sexual violence cases have a distinct impact on the criminal justice system. These offenses also
impact social services and other agenclest provide direct services to victims and their families. Domestic and
sexual violence service provideengage in crisis intervention and provide hotline, shelter, and advocacy
services to thousands of victims and their children each year. Among thecacy services provided are:
education, safety planning, group and individual counseling, mental heattfices, accompaniment to court,
referral to legal services, financial and housing assistance, and transportation.

The demand for sexual and domestiolence crisis servicglrough hotline callsncreasedn 2020 (Figure 7)
From 203 to 2020, there was a3% increasein the nunber of hotline calls receivedin 2020, the pandemic
played a large role in the number of adults and children receivingcgenfor domestic and sexual violence in
Virginia. The numbers reflect significant decreases in theskiisg servicegFigure 8).The number of adults
receiving domestic violence advocacy servidesreasedy 12% from 209 to 2020, and the number of ciidren
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receiving domestic violence advocacy servidesreased byl0%. Adults receiving sexual violence advocacy
servicesdecreasedby 229 and children receiving sexual violence servidesreasedby 21% from 209 to

2020
Figure 7: Hotline Calls 2003020

74341
71,091

67:380
Gl T ' 65,667 64470

63264 ; ,

61,860 62,348-60.970

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Hotline Calls

Source: Virginia Sexual aBdmestic Violence Action Allian@mmestic Violence Services in VigyivAdata
Reports 200-2020 (2009-2021)

In 2020, local domestic and sexual violence service providers ffGntocal programs responded t@0,243
hotline calls through Virginia doméstand sexual violence hotlinésThrough hotline calls, local programs
responded to requests for services, including crisis intervention, counseling and support, emergency
housing/shelter, emergency financial assistance, safety planning, transportatidrinformation/referral. Local
domestic violence programs also provided a totakd®, 646hours of advocacy services 18,565adults and
4,723children?°

38Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Allidbogjestic Violence Services in Virgini@data Report, 2020 (2021).
39Virgnia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliaboenestic Violence Services in Virginiddata Report2020 (2021).

401d.
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Figure8: Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services to Adults and Childre&;2220
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Source: Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action AlliBooegstic Violence Services in Virginia, VAdata
Reports 200-2020 (2000-2021).

Through public and private funding sources, emergency and temporary shelter services are provided to
thousands of men, women, and children who are victims of domestic violent®.2020, shelter programs
provided 216,725nights of emergency shelter 18,393 adults and2,361 children due to domestic violencé.

These figures do not include the number of domesiialence victims who seek emergency shelter in -non
domestic violence shelterdlot all victims who requested shelter service2020 were able to secure shelter
accommodations. A total gf05families who requested shelter services 2020 were turned awg, representing
a53%decreasédn rejectionfrom 2019.4% (Figure 9)

411d.
42\/irginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliddoejestic Violence Services in Virgini&data Report, 2020 (2021).
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Figure9: Shelter ServicesVictims Sheltered and Turned Away, 282020
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Saurce: Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Allidmmestic Violence Services irgWita¢ VAdata
Reports 200-2020 (2010-2021).

In addition to emergency shelter needs, local domestic violence programs also assist victims and their families
with housing support services to ease their transition from shelter to independent livinggamaamts. (2020,
local programs providei01,985nights of transitional housing t828adults and childreri®

In 2020, sexual violence service providers
across the Comonwealth provided 5,408
adults and 1,670 child victims with 72,621
hours of advocacy seices to ease the
emotional trauma and to fadihte the
11 20%of victimsreported missed time from work, school, and/or| eporting process: (Figure 8) Of the children

a loss of income as a result of sexual violence who received services in local crisis centers,
15% reported that they had been violated by
1 77%of victims whoséncident occurred within the past®Bdays | a parent?®

reported the sexual violence event to the el

Persons Receiving Sexual Violence Services 2020

1 25%of victimsreported that the perpetrator used a weapon
againstthe victim (including firearms).

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliabo&jestic
Violence Services in VirginigAdata Report, 220 (2021).

431d.
44Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Allidboeestic Violence Services in Virginiddata Report, 2019 (2020).
451d.
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Funding is criticato supportan effective response to domestic and sexual violence at the local and state;levels
however, funding from both federal and state sources often lacks continuity and consistency due to changing
economic conditions and prioritiesAs a result, state and ¢al agencieghat rely uponfederal and statdunding
sources must seek alternate funding sourtestabilize their fundingor make difficult decisions regarding the
services that can be provided to victims of sexual and domestic violence.

With the number and vaiability of sources of funding, the landscape of domestic and sexual violence funding in
Virginia can be rather complex. Funding for local and state efforts in these areas is administered by four primary
agencies: the Virginia Department ofi@inal Justte Services (DCJS), the Virginia Department of Social Services
(DSS), the Virginia Department of Health (VDH), and the Virginia Department of Housing and Community
Development (DHCD). These four agencies administer and distribute funds froerous fedeal and state
sources with numerous purpose areas.

FUNDING SOURCES

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)

The federal Crime Victims Fund (CVF) was established by the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) of 1984 and is one o
the major funding sources for viot serviceshroughout the United States. The Virginia Department of Criminal
Justice Services (DCJS) is the designated VOCA Fund administrator for Virginia. DCJS uses VOCA funding
support direct service delivery, training, and technical assistanceugiirdocal chd abuse service programs,
domestic violence programs, sexual assault crisis centers, victim/witness programs, and othesefigtig
organizations. Revenues are deposited into the Fund annually from criminal fines, forfeited appearanse bond
penalties,special forfeitures, special assessments, and gifts, donations, and bequests by private parties. Fund
dollars do not come from taxpayers.

Beginning in 2000, the U.S. Congress has placed a cap on funds available for distribution to stsgesniinl

cgps were intended to maintain the Fund as a stable source of support for future services. For the 10 years
preceding Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2015, the level of funds allocated to states remained relatively consistent,
while simultaneously s@val federalcriminal convictions resulted in large fines and penalties deposited into the
fund. Consequently, the balance of the VOCA fund increased significantly, without any corresponding increases
in the allocations received by the states. This reslite a bare rmimum of services covered by many local
agencies with additional service and staffing needs going unmet.

In order to address this imbalance, the Federal Appropriations Act of 2015 included a provision raising the
nationwide VOCA appropriatiocap from $45 million to $2.361 billion. This unprecedented increase in the
federal appropriation level resulted in significant increases to all state allocations. In August 2015, Virginia
received its FFY15 VOCA Fund allocation totaling $50.3 millis.whs morethan four times as much as
Virginia received in 2014, when the award totaled $11.5 million. Subsequent VOCA award levels were significant,
peaking in FFY18 with an award totaling over $85 million. Concurrent with the increase in VOCA sap level
deposits mto the CVF began to decrease. As a result, the VOCA cap and thus VOCA awards to states have
RSONBIFraSR® 5/ W{Qa CC,mdp FgINR 6la Pptdy YAfftA2yI |
FFY20 award was $42.7 million, and $26ilion in FF21.

46Funding information provided by the Department of Criminal Justice Services, the Department of Social Serviffes ti¢h®

Attorney General, the Department of Health, Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and the Division of Injury and Violemte®rte

5SLI NIYSyYy(d 2F 1 2dzaAy3a YR /2YYdzyAde 5S@St2LSyids FyR GKS CI YAt
16



Ly |y FGGSYLIWi G2 FRRNBaa RSOfAyAy3da RSLIRaAda | yR adz
1652 VOCA Fix to Sustain the Crime Victims Fund Act of 2021), was passed in August 2021. Among other
provisions, the VOCA FixtAallows formonies from deferred prosecutions to be deposited into the CVF. Future
VOCA funding levels remain uncertain, but the VOCA Fix Act is an important piece of legislation in assuring the
continuance of C\V/supported funding in the future.

DCJSas continue to plan for and efficiently utilize VOCA funds for services and costs as allowable under
FSRSNIf 3JdzARStAySaod 'a + NBadAG 2F 5/ W SFF2Nla G2
the Criminal Justice Services Boawdaeded over @5 million in federal VOCA funds to maintain and expand
victim services in Virginia. Examples of funded projects included: child abuse treatment programs, child
advocacy centers, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) programs, domestae yobgrams sexual

assault crisis centers, and victim/witness programs. In addition, new initiatives were funded for a second year,
including a hospitabased violence intervention project implemented in hospital systems across the
Commonwealth and sclob-based merdl health services for youth victims of crime.

Violence Against Women ACVAWA)

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) is the source of three of the funding programs at the Virginia
Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS). \éfaMl#es and suppost wideranging responses to violent

crimes against women, such as domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking. Since its
enactment, VAWA programs have worked to improve responses to these crimes.

VAWA wasoriginally passed in 1994 drnwas the first federal legislation recognizing domestic violence and
sexual assault as crimes. It provided federal resources for comratottginated responses to addressing
violence against women. lIts subsequent reauthoit@ad have produced many imgant provisions, to include

a legal assistance program for victims, an expanded definition of crime to include dating violence and stalking,
addressing prevention, added housing protections, and funding for rape crisis certdrgulturally and
linguisically-specific services. In the last VAWA Reauthorization of 2013, provisions were added to address
violence against Native women and LGBTQ survivors, expanded housing protections for victims, and added
protections for survives that are college studentand immigrant victims. This legislation has ensured the
continuance and enhancement of programs that make a difference in the lives of victims and in the safety of
communities.

ICIJR

The Improving Criminal Justice ResponseSdrual Assault, Domesticodince, Dating Violence and Stalking

Grant Program (ICJR), administered by OVW, is designed to treat domestic/sexual violence as serious violations
of criminal law by encouraging collaborative partnerships among state, lochtribal governments and cots.

Through a coordinated community response, the ICJR program challenges communities to communicate,
identify problems, and share ideas for responding to victims of domestic/sexual violence, resulting in the
application of bespractices to enhance victi safety and ensure offender accountability at each juncture in the
criminal justice system through investigation, arrest, prosecution, and judicial oversight.

DCJS is the state administering agency for ICJR, in partnershitheviDffice of the Attorneeneral, the Office

of the Chief Medical Examiner, the Virginia Poverty Law Center, the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence
Action Alliance, and the Virginia Victim Assistance Network. One million dollars was receivediitimge-

year grant cycle2019 ¢ 2022) to provide technical assistance and training to enhance and expand Lethality
Assessment Programs (LAP), Fatality Review Teams, Sexual Assault Response Teams (SART), and advoc:
programs in Virginia.
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SASP

A secondVAWA stream of funding ih¢ Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP). SASP was created by the
Violence Against Women and Department of Justice ReauthorizAtibnf 2005 ands the first federal funding

stream solely dedicated to the provision of diréotervention and related asstance for victims of sexual
assault. Funding through SASP supports sexual assault crisis centers and other nonprofit, nongovernmental
organizations or tribal programs that provide core services, direct intervention, an@dedaisistance to victims

of sexual assault.

DCJS is the state administering agency for SASP. DCJS, in partnership with other stakeholders, seeks to conside
the array of needs of all sexual assault victims and available services in the state when dgvelopi
implementation strategies.! & | NBadzZ 6 FyR Ay I O02NRIyOS gAdK 13
Program emphasizes the maintenance, expansion, and establishment of sexual assault services, including direct
intervention, core services, and réda assistance to adult, yolut and child victims of sexual assault.

Approximately $500,000 is allocated to Virginia each year through a formula grant from the Office on Violence
Against Women at the U.S. Department of Justice. These funds enable Dsli#haa direct intervention
services to sexual assault victims across the Commonwealth.

STOP

A third VAWA funding stream is the STOP (Services, Training, Officers, Prosecution) Violence Against Women
program. The STOP program promotes a coordinatedtidiadiplinary approach to iproving the criminal

justice system's response to violent crimes against women; encourages the development and strengthening of
effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to address violent crimes against womenheand t
development and strengtheéng of victim services in cases involving violent crimes against women. The STOP
grant program is known as VSTOP in Virginia and is guided by the VSTOP State Planning Team. Approximatel;
$3.5 million is allocated to Virginieach year through a formularant from the Office on Violence Against
Women at the U.S. Department of Justice. These funds enable DCJS to support over 90 projects throughout
Virginia to address the issues of domestic and sexual violence, dating videdcgalking in a meaningfulay.

Virginia Crime Victim Witness Special Fund

The Virginia Crime Victim Witness Fund (VWF) was established in 1@@6é&wf Virgini& 19.2-11.3to support

the Victim/Witness Grant Progranwhich provides funding for services to victims and witnesses of all crimes,
including victims of domestic and sexual violence. The VWF is funded by a designated percentage of court fees
and costs collected by local districhéh circuit courts from convied offenders andis administered by the
Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services.

Services*Training*Officers*Prosecutors (STOP) Violence Against Women Formula Grant
Services*Training*Officers*Prosecutors (STOP) Violence Against Women Forrmitadbgaawarded to states

to develop and strengthen the response of the crimijuatice system to domestic violence, sexual assault, and
stalking, and to support and enhance services for victims. In Virginia, federal STOP funding is referred to as
Virgine-{ ¢ ht ¥STORJI Fidzy RAYy 3 @

The Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Ses/{®CJS) was designated in 1995 as the agency in Virginia to
implement the STOP formula grant program of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). The STOP Program
was initiallyauthorized under VAWA in 1994 and has been amended and reauthorized in 2060 agd0most

recently, by the Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Act of 2013. The STOP Violence Against
Women grant program promotes a coordinated, multidiscigtin approach to improving the criminal justice
system's response to violent crimegainst women. The STOP Program also encourages the development and
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strengthening of effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to address violent crimes agairest,w
and the development and strengthening of victim services in cases inveiviegt crimes against women.

+ANBAYAIFIQa {¢ht 3ANIY(d LINPINIFY A& NBFSNNBR G2 la ={
Virginia, including 23 in thew enforcement category, 21 in the prosecution category, 1 in the courts categor
34 in the victim services category, and 12 in the discretionary category.

Priority and funding recommendations are provided by the VSTOP State Planning Team. Thissteash dta

least twice each year since 2007, not only to serve as an advisory grqupvide guidance and direction for

the expenditure of VSTOP funds, but also (as the only multidisciplinary group to address violence against women
continuously for the pdsfifteen years) to provide observations, input, and recommendations on othewaai
statewide issues on sexual and domestic violence.

In calendar year 2020, there were 376 training events that were funded with VSTOP, training a total of 4,918
allied pofessionals and volunteers in Virginia. Some of the most common topics of gramiants included:
Domestic Violence Overview, Prosecuting Crimes Against Women, Dynamics and Services, Advocate Response
Safety Planning for Victims/Survivors, Law EnforgagrResponse, and Confidentiality.

Also,in 2020, victim services swgranteesprovided services to 1,015 victims of sexual violence, 8,205 victims of
domestic violence, and 1,360 victims of stalking. Gfanted staff served 1,726 secondary victimglofmestic
violence, sexual assault, and stalking. This includes counseling setwiée035 victims, and criminal justice
support and civil legal advocacy to 11,474 victims.

Additionally, VSTORInded law enforcement officers investigated 1,988 caseatedl to domestic, sexual,
and/or dating violence, or stalking. In 2020, VST@ided prosecutors handled 2,700 cases of sexual violence,
domestic violence, and/or stalking.

Serving underserved populations through VSTOP funding remains a priority. GUrké®tlOP funds support
nine programs that provide services to Sparspleaking vitms of sexual and domestic violence, two programs
that provide civil legal assistance to immigrant victims, and one program that provides culturally appropriate
services toAsian victims of crime. In addition, approximately 39% of VSTOP projects thatundesl in 2020
served primarily or entirely rural localities, where resources are otarce and victims experience additional
barriers to safety.

Grantfunded programshave reported that they would be unable to provide essential services that increase
victim safety and offender accountability without VSTOP funding.

Sexual Assault Services Program Formula Grant (SASP)

The Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Servi{f#3JS) receives Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)
funding from the Office on Violee Against Women (OVW) for the Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP)
Formula Grant. SASP is the first and only federal funding stream solely dedicated to the provdii@ttof
intervention and related assistance for victims of sexual assault. Thede &re designed to supplement other

funding sources directed at addressing sexual assault. For calendar year 2021, DCJS awarded a total of $525,30¢€
in SASP funds to supp@4 eligible sexual assault crisis centers.

Other VAWA Grants

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH), Injury and Violence Prevention Program (IVPP), receives VAWA funds
FTNRY GKS /SyYyiuSNB F2N) 5AaStasS / 2y i N¥ehtiontaydREducalds (REF) G A 2
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coordinatingwith federal, state, and local entities. In Virginia, the statendstic and sexual violence coalition is

the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance (Action Alliance).

Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Victim Fund

In 2004, the Virgini&eneral Assembly passed legislation creating the VirBioraestic Violence Victim Fund. In
2006, the Virginia General Assembly passed additional legislation changing the name of the fund from the
Virginia Domestic Violence Victim Fund to the Virginiai@®eand Domestic Violence Victim Fund (VSDVVF). The
purposeof the VSDVVF is to provide funding to assist in protecting and providing necessary services to adult
victims of, and children affected by, sexual violence, domestic violence, stalking, and daosly Code of
Virginia§ 9.1-116.1). Deposits to the VSDVVF come from a portion of fees collected for misdemeanors, traffic
infractions, and other violations in digtt court Code of Virginig 16.1-69.48:]).

In state fiscal year 2021, VSDVVF grants were awarded to 18 projects under the discretionary category to include
GAOGAYAQ &S NIahadSaw ehftivdreNtlagedcEs, dnd fArensic nurse exanprograms for the
purpose of providing services to victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, stalking, and family abuse.
Funding was also provided to 28 local units of government to fundtiaddl prosecutors, paralegals, legal
secretaries, or to ghance existing resources that provide services to adult and/or child victims who are affected
by domestic violence, sexual violence, stalking, and family abuse.

During fiscal year 2021, the VSDWrosecution grantees provided services to 7,802 victifslamestic
violence, 280 victims of sexual violence, and 89 victims of stalking. In addition, \BiDW&d- prosecution
grantees handled 9,991 charges involving domestic violence, sexual assdugtakking.

Additionally, in fiscal year 2021, projectsntled under the discretionary category of the VSDVVF provided
training and information to 888 allied professionals and community members on the issues of domestic
violence, sexual assault, and &iah. VSDVVF discretionary category grantees also prodidect services to

3,205 victims of domestic violence, 1,426 victims of sexual assault, and 283 victims of stalking, while 1,860
hotline calls were received by grafitnded staff.

Virginia Familyiolence Prevention Program

Virginia established the Virga Family Violence Prevention Program (VFVPP) in 1983 to provide additional
funding for the prevention of family violence and intervention in situations involving family violence, particularly
situations involving child abuse and neglect. In additionptevention and intervention services, activities
funded with VFVPP funds include the statewide Family Violence and Sexual Assault Hotline, statewide training,
and technical assistance and datalection. Additional funds are added to this fund from thecal Services

Block Grant by DSS.

FY2021grants awarded with VFVPP funds support basic crisis services, as well as projects for the prevention of
family violence on the local and state leveBSS administered1$338,864in VFVPP grant funds &8 of the
local programs and to the statewide coalition, the Action Alliance.

Victim/Witness Program Grants

In 1984, the Virginia General Assembly created the victim/witness grant program and desifai€das the
administering agncy. In 1995Code of Virgini& 19.211.3 established the Virginia Crime Victim Witness Fund
(VWF) as a special noaverting fund to support victim and witness services. The VWF is funded by a designated
percentage of courfees and costs collected bgcial district and circuit courts from convictedfenders ands
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https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title9.1/chapter1/section9.1-116.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/16.1-69.48:1/

administered by DCJS. The fund supports the Victim/Witness Grant Program, which provides funding for services
to victims and witnesses of all crimes, includirgiris of domestic and sexuablence.

Currently, funding for the Victim/Witness Grant Program comes from three sources: federal Victims of Crime Act
(VOCA) funds from the U.S. Department of Justice Office for Victims of Crime, the state VWF (spec#idund)
state general funds.

+AOUAYKk2AGySaa DNIXyd tNRBIANIY adlFF SyadanNB GKIG @AO0l
Crime Victim and Witness Rights Act (Code of Virginia Chapter 1.1). These rights are outlined through six broad
categories:
1. Victim and witness otection and lawenforcement contacts
Financial assistance
Notices/notifications
Victim input
Courtroom assistance
Posttrial assistance

oA wWN

For state fiscal year 2021, the number of grumided Victim/Witness Programs totaled 3.1This included the
hFFAOS 2F GKS 1 dG2NySe DSySNItQa +A0GAY b2GAFAOL
Victim/Witness Programs for fiscal year 2021 was $18,857,236.
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GRANT PROGRAMS

Sexual Violence Prevention Programmi@gant

The Injury and Violence Prevention Program (IVPP) of the Virginia Department of Health contracts with local
sexual assault centers to provide sexual violence prevention programming in localities. Servicefvities a
funded include: intensive ydh-peer education, multisession, curriculdoased education, community
education, trainrthe-trainer programs, and public awareness campaigns or events.

Family Violence Prevention and Services Act

The Family ViolemcPrevention and Services Act (FVPS#g gnacted by Congress in 1984 to promote public
awareness and prevention of family violence as well as to provide services for victims and their dependents.
FVPSA funds enable local programs to provide residentidl reonresidential services to victimicluding

shelter or transitional housing, safety planning, counseling, legal services, child care, services for children, career
planning, education, public awareness, and necessities (such as clothing, food,rembitation).

DSS administered $41,878 in FVPSA fundsenewingcontracts to 2 local programs, six communibased
organizations and the statewide coalition, the Action Alliancéourteen of the local programs begin or
continued to provide and expand primary prevention efforts durin@ @

Virginia Family Violence Prevention Ryram
Virginia established the Virginia Family Violence Prevention Program (VFVPP) in 1983 to provide additional
funding for the prevention of family violence and intervention in situations involving familgnage, particularly

21



situations involving childabuse and neglect. In addition to prevention and intervention services, activities
funded with VFVPP funds include the statewide Family Violence and Sexual Assault Hotline, statewide training,
and technical ssistance and data collection. Additional fesnare added to this fund from the Social Services
Block Grant by DSS.

FY 202 grants awarded with VFVPP funds support basic crisis services, as well as projects for the prevention of
family violence on the Ital and state levels. DSS administered $1&36in VFVPP grant funds 18 of the
local programs and to the statewide coalition, the Action Alliance.

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

Through budget appropriations of the General Assembly, fdd€emporary Assistance to Needy Families
(TANF funds are included in the state budget for the provision of direct services and systems advocacy to
victims of domestic violence. These funds are also used to provide community outreach and public awareness
their communities. State General funds arembined with TANF funds to ensure the greatest flexibility in
ensuring that all victims are eligible for these services. DSS administe@th$82 in TANF grant funds to
support 52 local domestic violencerograms, sixcommunitybasedorganizations ad the statewide coalition,

the Action Alliance.

Victims Services Grant Program (VSGP)

The Victims Services Grant Program (VSGP) is a new grant program that was established by the Virginia
Department of Crimial Justice Services (DCJS) in 2019 as a tusdimrce for various direct service
victim assistance programs across the Commonwealth. VSGP is supported by Victims of Crime Act
(VOCA) funds and state general funds. The primary purpose of VOCA fundisggpdad the delivery

of direct services to vitns of crime. A crime victim, for the purpose of this grant program, is defined

as a person who has suffered physical, sexual, financial, and/or emotional harm as a result of the
commission of a crime. VSQding supports domestic violence and sexusdalt programs that
previously received Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Grant Program funding, many programs
previously funded by the VOCA New Initiatives grant, and various victim assistance prograheltha

not previously received VOCA funding.

The victim assistance programs that receive VSGP funding provide a variety of direct services to victims
of crime including: crisis intervention, emergency assistance (e.g., shelter, financial assistance),
assstance with crime victim compensation clainmgormation and referrals to other needed services,
personal advocacy (e.g., accompaniment to hospital emergency rooms and court), and criminal justice
support and advocacy. Many programs also offer servicels aa support groups and therapy. Projects
funded by the VSGP grant provide services to victims at no cost.

For state fiscal year 2021, VSGP was awarded to 86 projects for a total amount of $45,590,000.

Domestic Violence Prevention and Services Program

The Domestic Violence Prevention and Services Program is a grant program administered by the Office of Family
Violence (OFV) at the Virginia Department of Social Services (DSS). This Program prometgssswar
education, prevention, and service progranixSS awards grants to public and private nonprofit, incorporated
agencies and organizations that provide direct crisis services to victims of domestic violence.

In FY 202, DSS awarded 51 local domesticlence programs contracts, using a combinatidrfeasleral grant
funds from the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA), and state appropriated funds. The state
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appropriated funds are derived from the Virginia Family Violence PreventiorraPnoVFVPP)Temporary
Assistance for Needy Fam#li€TANF), and general funds.

Domestic Violence Services for Underserved Populations

The Domestic Violence Services for Underserved Populations is a grant program administered by the OFV. This
program supports domestic violence services and projectsuoderserved populations that are provided by
community-based organizations (CBOs) and units of government that have a primary focus and demonstrated
history of providing services to specific underserpegulation.

In FY 202, DSS renewed contracts wilix culturally and population specific organizations contracts using a
combination of federal grant funds from the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA), Temporary
Assistance for Needy Faies (TANF) and state general funds.

Sole Source @htract for Statewide Services

The DSS Office of Family Violence continued to provide funding to the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence
Action Alliance for provision of services in two primary areaj:trdining and technical assistance to those
working in local domestic violence, as well as allied professionals including the new Underserved Population
Learning Collaborative; and 2) the operation of VAdata, the statewide data collection system usmzhlby |
domestic violence programs to document the@argces.Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA),
Virginia Family Violence Prevention Program (VFVRR)porary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and state
general fundsre all used to sygort the sole source contract.

Improving Criminal Ustice Responses Grant Program

The Improving Criminal Justice Responses to Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence anc
Stalking Grant Program (ICJR), formerly known as Grants to Encourage Arrest Program (GEAP), is :
discretionary grant awardedtDCJS, in partnership with tidfice of the Attorney General, the Office

of the Chief Medical Examiner, the Virginia Poverty Law Center, the Virginia Sexual and Domestic
Violence Action Alliance, and the Virginia Victim Assistance Network. One milllarsdwas received

during the arrent three-year grant cycle (2018 2022) to provide technical assistance and training to
enhance and expand Lethality Assessment Programs (LAP), Fatality Review Teams, Sexual Assau
Response Teams (SART), gal advocayin Virginia.

CARES Act Fuimg

The Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) appropriated funds for FVPSA fundec
agencies to provide temporary housing, assistance and supportive services to victims of domestic violence in
response tahe COVIEL9 public health emmyency. DSS was awarded $894,681 which was distributed through
contract modifications. Because some agencies had access to sufficient funding from other sources, only 48 of
the local domestic violence programs and five ltd tommunitybased organizatianoptedin to the CARES Act

funding in FY 2021.
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Since 2010, CASC has employed-&T®@P funded halfime Violence Against Women Resource Prosecutor
(VR wt 0 @ ¢CKS 12wt LINRP@PARSA GNIAYyAy3d:X GSOKYyAOlFf &dz
violence prosecutorsral investigators statewide.

In CY2021, the VAWRP organized and implemented over 50 hours of continuing legal education (€fdE) cred
+ANBAYAIFI Q&4 LINP&aSOdzi2NR 2y AaadzSa NBflIGSR (2 (GKS Ay(
stalking cases. That training included four hours of training specifically focused on ethical issues that arise in the
investigation ad prosecution of these cases. The VAWRP also provided over 30 howsenfige PIC credit

training to officers in the i@a of domestic violence and sexual assault.

These training hours were offered through both large statewide trainings and sn@tlierspecific trainings.
Specifically, VAWRP helped organize two statewide programs and twolaregktensive &ay tranings. The
VAWRP anticipates traveling to 2 jurisdictions for before year end (CY2021) to provide training as well.

Since 2008 CZC has offered aS$TOP funded intensive fiday training program to sexual violence prosecutors
and investigators. The @gram, entitledTrauma to Trial: Investigating and Prosecuting Adult-Stanger
Sexual Assaylts offered annually at no cost &pproximately 15 prosecutor/investigator teams from across the
state. TheTrauma to Triatraining was developed in respsa to the startling statistics surrounding adult ron
stranger sexual assault.

Trauma to Triatonfronts these statistics and foseis on overcoming the numerous challenges associated with
investigating and prosecuting these difficult cases and trainsgmators and law enforcement in the use of
traumainformed interviewing and investigation. The faculty is comprised of allied gsifieals from across

Virginia and beyond and includes not only prosecutors and investigators, but also victim advocatessi f

nurse examiner/sexual assault nurse examiner (FNE/SANE), social workers/clinicians andvitvieSm
personnel. Importanyl, no student is excluded froffirauma to Triabecause their office or department does

not have funding for training. Th&auma to Triald dzZR3AS G Ay Of dzZRS& Fdzy RAy 3 F2NJ 3
training expenses.

CASC also conducts an intensive,-flag training for prosecutors and law enforcement officers, focused on the
issues unique to the prosecution of domestic eiwde. The program, entitleGuns and Rosesffers advanced

training to approximately 12 teams of law enforcement officers and proges on all facets of domestic
violence cases including corroboration of testimony, domestic violence dynamics, eiuokesext prosecution,
determining the predominant aggressor, and forfeiture by wrongdoing. The faculty includes some of the top
prosecuors, victim advocates, and law enforcement officers in Virginia. Aswdbma to Triglno student is

excluded fromTrauma to Trialbecause their office or department does not have funding for training. The
Trauma to Triabudget includes funding folisdzZRSy 1 a Q f 2 R3IA Yy 3IZ YSIFtasx | yR (NI

CASC is deeply committed to combating crimes of domestic and sexualeiol8y receiving support services
and many hours of continuing legal education an&is NJJA OS ONBRAGI +ANBAYAIl Qa LI
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access to comprehensive trainitg help them successfully prosecute and investigate domestic violenkealke
assault, and stalking cases.

Office of the Attorney General

The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) promotes public awareness of domestic and sexual @oténce
human trafickingissues in the Commonwealth through the implementatidracaumberof initiatives, training,
collaboration, and grant programs. The OAG actively promotes sound public policy and legislative efforts to
enhance victim safety and to hold offenders accountable. The OAG also collaborates with state agencies,
nonprofit organiations, and businesses to address the issues of domestic and sexual violence in communities
across the Commonwealth. Th@ffice employsthe Statewide Facilitator for Victims of Domestic Violence, a
position created by Virginia Code § -B25.1, to assist@gendes with the implementation of domestic violence
programs.

Address Confidentiality Program (ACP)

The Address Confidentiality Program (A@Pa voluntary, confidential maibrwarding service for victims of
domestic violence who have recently movem d location unknown to their abusers. Tipeogram permits a

LI NOAOALI yi& G2 dzasS | GadzoadAiddziSe YFIAftAy3 | RRNBaa
GAOGAYQA LIKeaAlrt t20FGA2y 02y TARXynmikthireddoy thet BAS ind dzo a
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victims across the Commonweakince July 1, 2011(h July 1, 2014, the ACP opened to victims of stakkimth

on dly 1, 2017, ACP was opened up to victims of human trafficking and sexual violafszein 2017, the
Application AssistarProgram was created allowing for local domestic and sexual violence programs and victim
witness programs to be certified as applion assistants. Thikas allowedmore access to the program by

victims andhas streamlinal the application process.While the ACP cannot provide absolute protection for
victims, it can be an effective element of an overall safety plan. Victims areueatpd to seek counseling

through a local domestic violence program, a sexual assault crisis center, or through shelter services for safety
planning information.Additional information on the ACP can be foundhdtp://www.ag.virginia.gov.

In 2020 the OAG has provided ten application assistant trainings to local domestic and sexual violence
programs victim witness assistance prograjrend law enforcement. In 2021, fourteen application assistant
trainings havebeen provided. @rently, there are217 families in the ACP prograamd 504 activeparticipants
including men, women, and childrép.

Grant Initiatives

VSTOP

The OAG continues to receive funding from th#fice on Violence Against Women (OV\Wder the STOP
Violence Against Women GranV§DB. Through this grantthe OAG provides resources, training, and
technical assistance to local and state allied pratesss, as well as to victims on domestic and sexual violence
issues stalking and human trafficking

Through funding from the/STORyrant, the OAG produces and distributes resource materials and provides
training to law enforcement officers, prosecutorand victim services providers. The materials and trainings
include information on domestic and sexual violence laws, accessing domiegence resources, and working
with victims from underserved communities, including victims from the elderly, didablenEnglish speaking,

48 Data pulled on November 12, 2021
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and immigrant populations. 18021, the OAG received $662in VSTORunding fromDCJS0o support public
awaNBySaa | OGABGAGASA ONRaa (GKS /2YY2y4SHEGK |yR AY
Program, the OAG dicted victims to state and local resources, provided training to prosecutors, law
enforcement officers, and advocates on working witbtims from underserved communities, and distributed
thousands of public awareness materials statewide.

COVIBL9 impactd)k (G KS h! DQa | 0Af Al & Baydhd thexhutier: RayigershbtlEodsgquendes A Y
of Hoardingand Links: Domestic Violenaad Animal Abuse and Animal Fightinjhe OAG worked with the
Department of Professional, Occupational, Regulation (DR@Rost a hoarding training virtually. It was
determined theLinks: Domestic Violence and Animal Abuse and Animal Figidirld nd be recreated for a

virtual training. With VSTOP funding, the OAG provided training on ACP, Domestic Violence Resources, and
workplace violence via webinar for the Fair Housing Offened the Association of Threat Assessment
Professionals

Lethality AsessmentProgram

The OA&ontinues to work with the Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence technical assistance staff to
AYLX SYSy(d al NBflyRQa [SGKIfAGe !'adaasSaaySyid tNRINIY
continues to be a prioty. LAP is an evidendmsed, collaborative approach to intimate partner homicide
prevention that helps law enforcement identify and properly handle intimate partner violence situations that
may become fatal for a victim. Law enforcement officers are &dito use a standardizesket of 11 questions

that can identify a victim who is at high risk of being killed. If it is determined, through these questions, the
victim is at high risk they are immediately connected on scene telaod domestic violence seice provider in

their conmunity. The service provider can immediately aid with shelter needs, and resources for the victim
while the law enforcement officer is on scene. The statewide training team, headed by the OAG, with the
partners from Maryland, inades DCJS and the stat®ndestic violence coalition, the Virginia Sexual and
Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

I G2aGrt 2F 17 ySg 2diNAaRAOGA2ya KF@S | LILXASR YR KI &
jurisdictions include, Indepemthce Police Department dnGalax Police Department with their DV service

LI NIYSNJ CFYAfe& wSaz2da2NOS /SYyidSNE Lb/ & I [2dzAal [ 2dzy
Help in Emergency, Rocky Mount Police Department with their DV seraiteer The Franklin Caty Family
wSa2dz2NOS / SYGSNE [dzNF & t2fA0S 5SLINIYSyGs {dGlFytSe L
the Seven new jurisdictions have been trained virtually and have begun implementing the programl
curriculumswere created to &sist these new and future communities wiaere very eager to get their LAP
programs running

Harrisonburg County partnering along with First Step: A Response to Domestic Violence Inc. had previously been
accepted into the progma back in the beginningf02020. Due to COVID restrictions along with several
leadership changes within the police departmelalaying their trainingthis LAP team was successfully trained
virtually in September of 2021.

Currently, the number of law eafcement jurisdictions &ined by the OAG and state partners stand$Hat
statewide. As 202approaches, additional jurisdictions are preparing for training and implementation.

In addition to training new LAP communities, the statewide LAP team providgeing technical assistae to
established programs. In 202the statewide LAP team continued hosting virtual quarterly meetings for LAP
coordinators from the53 jurisdictions. During these meetings, jurisdictions share strategies for sustaining
successil LAP programs as we#fl any trends in their areas.
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Verizon Wireless Update

Since 2016, the OAG has provided LAP jurisdictions with donated cell phones from Verizon to assist law
enforcement officers with following the LAP protocéls of June 2021 Vézon, was unable to contine to

provide service to the phones as they no longer support any 3g devices, ahead of their preplanned December
2021 termination.Furthermore,Verizon has terminated this program to provide replacement phones as their
philanthropc efforts have changed diction.

Improving Criminal Justice Response (ICJR) Grant

The Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) was awarded an Improving Criminal Justice Response grar
08 GKS !'{ SB5SLINIYSYld 27F WdzaoihéninS2010. TheFogran®) &indedyby thek 2 f Sy
grant, brings together the following organizations in order to build victim service collaborations in the
Commonwealth: Office of the Attorney General, Department of Criminal Justice Services; Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner; Yginia Victim Assistance Network; Virginia Poverty Law Center; and the state domestic
violence coalition, the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance.

The goals of the grant are to: (1) Enhance local and regional commeasfignse to sexuassault by promoting
stronger coordination and encouraging the implementation of SARTs in Virginia through the development and
delivery of training, resources and networking, informed by an Advisory Group. (2) Enhance local and regional
community responseéi 2 R2YSAaGAO IyR RIGAY3 @A2fSyO0S Ay +ANHA
coordination and encouraging the implementation or expansion of Fatality Review Teams and Lethality
Assessment Programs. (3) Improve legal advocacycesrliy developingnd delivering trainings, resources, and
information on best practices, provide technical assistance and make networking opportunities available to
system and communithased victim advocates, attorneys, and criminal and civil justiceopeel, SARTs, LAP

and Fatality Review Teams.

Physical Evidence Recovery Kits (PERKS)

The OAG and the Virginia Department of Forensic Science (DFS) began a partnership in 2015 under two grants to
test previously unsubmitted sexual assault kits, knowrVirginia as Physat Evidence Recovery Kits (PERKS).
These PERKSs were identified in two separate statke inventories of law enforcement agencies. In 2020, that
partnership expanded to include the Unsolved Violent Crimes and Cold Cases Unit (UMBEZiygihia State

t 2f A0SQa CdzaAzy /SYGSNJ G2 FRRNBaa I fFNABSNI ydzyo SN
homicides. The UVCCC provides intelligence analysis and investigative support to local, state, and federal
investigative agecies. The OAG,itlv support from DFS and UVCCC, applied for and received two additional
grants totaling over $2 million to continue testing sexual assault kits, providing investigative support and training

to local law enforcement and multidisciplinamams, and suppomig the PERK Tracking System.

¢CKS LINB2SOGQa A YLI SYS yiadtide reeghmentaiohsSoGtinéd by theliDeganhtert of 6 S & |
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and state-wide subject matter experts. The Sexual Assault Kit Testing Project has three overall objectives: to
test all eligible PERKs, enhance multidisciplinary response to sexual assault, and promoteirfatmed,
victim-centered practtes. The projecw Af f YSSi GKSasS 202S0GA@Sa o0& O
enforcement agencies to test PERKs and provide training opportunities and direct stgppauttidisciplinary

teams across the Commonwealth.

Over the course of the project,A® staff coordinad with law enforcement agencies across Virginia to submit
all eligible PERKSs for testing that were identified as unsubmitted in the two inventories. Testing of 2,664 PERKs
and secondary review of analysis results by DFS was compleBegpiember 2020From these PERKS, 905 new
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offenders/arrestees or evidence in other cases. Case review, investigation, and victim notificaties effor
pertaining to hese hits remain ongoing, though many are seeing delays due to the €Q\dnhdemic. Three

cases have resulted in an arrest so far; one of which resulted in a conviction and the other two are currently
awaiting trial.

As part of thenew grants, the OAG conducted a third inventory, this time looking at PERKSs that had undergone
testing, but with early technology that did not allow for uploading DNA profiles to the DNA databank. The
inventory began January 2021 and wasipteted by July2021 with 100% participation by all law enforcement
agencies in Virginia. DFS reviewed almost 800 cases listed on inventories to determine the most recent form of
testing; identifying almost 600 cases that qualify to be tested with curewé technology These PERKSs will be
outsourced for testing beginning early 2022.

The OAG staff, comprised of a project coordinator, investigator, and advocate, provides direct outreach and
support to each locality. The OAG staff has conducted in pers®tings, viual meetings and trainings in both

in person and virtual formats to multidisciplinary teams across Virginia. The OAG staff recommends a
multidisciplinary team approach to developing and carrying out protocols for case review and utilinétio
traumainformed, victimcentered practices for victim notification of testing results. The OAG staff also provides
direct support to law enforcement agencies by assisting with investigations and direct support to survivors of
sexual assault. The UEC will soon atitwo additional analysts to their team to provide direct analytical and
investigative support to law enforcement agencies investigating cold case sexual assaults and sexually motivated
homicides.

A portion of grant funding was allocatedrfthe Departmei of Forensic Science to build and implement a PERK
tracking system. The tracking system will follow and track the status of PERKs from creation, to collection, to
testing and storage. Survivors of sexual assault will be able to accesgsteen to detemine the location and

status of their PERK. Effective July 1, 2020, use of the system by certain users, to include law enforcement and
healthcare providers was mandated. This mandate covers both the requirement to notify survivors ladout t
system and bw to access as well as requiring the entry of data pertaining the status and location of each Kkit.
Compliance with PERK legislation and use of the tracking system is monitored by DFS, who also provides training
and intervention when necaary to ensure&ompliance with these important laws.

Human Trafficking

Since October 2016, the Hampton Roads Human Trafficking Task Force (HRHTTF) has been actively engaged |
human trafficking prevention and intervention throughout the Tidewater regigncollaboratio between the

Office of Attorney General Mark Herring, Homeland Security Investigations, Samaritan House, Transitions Family
+A2f SyO0S {SNBAOSaz GKS ! { 10dGd2NysSeQa hFFAOST +ANHAY
from Newport News,Hampton, Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Williamsburg, the
HRHTTF takes a comprehensive approach to human trafficking that meets the personal needs of victims and the
public safety goals of the communitetween Octobe 2020 and Jun®021, the HRHTTF has expanded its
partnership to include Mathews County, the YorkR |j dz2 82y { KSNAFFQa hF¥FFAOS:E | yR
The HRHTTF continues to increase partnerships with localities and victim service prouidert eontinueto

grow through the coming yearThe HRHTTF has an Executive Committee that oversees operations, a Victim
Services committee that has brought together both commubi#ged and systerdAsased organizations to
determine the needs and gaps Bservices for wdtims, a Law Enforcement and Prosecution committee to
investigate and prosecute sex and labor trafficking cases, and an Outreach and Training Committee to provide
awareness and training to a wide range of stakeholders, including law enfentemprosecutos, schools,
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